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Exhibition Opening 2024
https://planet-africa.de/en/

Necked Axes: a neglected find category. Haches à gorges, necked 
axes, Darfurbeile – contextualization of a special form (until 2022) 
(Friederike Jesse, University of Cologne)

Connecting Foodways: Cultural Entanglement and Technological 
Transmission between the Middle Nile valley and central and east-
ern Africa during the Early Iron Age  
(Simone Wolf, DAI)

Interregional Linkage Investigations in Northern Kordofan (Inter-
LINK)  
(Angelika Lohwasser, WWU Münster)

The Lake Chad Region as a Crossroads: first archaeological and 
oral historical investigations into early Kanem-Borno and its in-
tra-African connections  
(Carlos Magnavita, Goethe-University Frankfurt)

Cultivated Landscapes: Land-use and cultural landscape devel-
opment in north-hemispheric African savannas (Alexa Höhn, 
Goethe-University Frankfurt)

‘De-Greening’ of the central Sahara: Holocene environmental 
dynamics in the Tibesti Mountains and the Ounianga Basin, Chad 
(DeGree)  
(Philipp Hoelzmann, FU Berlin)

Routes of Interaction: Interregional Contacts between the North-
ern Horn of Africa and the Nile Region  
(Iris Gerlach, DAI / Brigitta Schütt, FU Berlin / Dietrich Raue, Uni-
versity Leipzig)

ClimCellMed: Climate dynamics during the late Holocene derived 
from Cell structure measurements of juniper trees in the eastern 
Mediterranean (until 2023) 
(Ingo Heinrich, GFZ Potsdam)

Borrowed Words and Shared Objects: Archaeo-linguistic network 
analysis and modelling of cultural entanglements between the 
Malian Sahara and the Nigerian forests (AD 700-1500)  
(Henning Schreiber, University Hamburg / Nikolas Gestrich, 
Goethe-University Frankfurt)

Middle to Late Holocene of the Inner Congo-Basin: Boundaries, 
Frontiers, and Conduits in the Middle to Late Holocene 
(Hans-Peter Wotzka, University of Cologne)

FAIR.rdm: Data management as a basis for fair and meaningful use 
of legacy data  (Brigitte Mathiak, University of Cologne / Tilman 
Lenssen-Erz, University of Cologne)

Tracing Connections: Chemical Analysis of Archaeological Pottery 
as Indicator of Interregional Contacts in Western and Saharan 
Africa before AD 1300 (since 2022) 
(Sonja Magnavita, Goethe-University Frankfurt)
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“Entangled Africa” was established by the 
Senate of the German Research Foundation 
(DFG) in April 2017 for a period of 6 years. 
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Entangled Africa

    What does a sediment core tell us about hu-
man impact on environmental changes? Can we 
follow the trade route of incense and ostrich eggs 
from the Horn of Africa to the Egyptian nile val-
ley? Can food habits be used to understand human 
migration? How do human interaction and tech-
nology influence spoken and written language?

    The DFG Priority Programme “Entangled Africa: 
Inner African Relations between the Rainforest 
and the Mediterranean, Approximately 6000 – 500 
Years Ago” (SPP 2143) aims to explore intra-African 
relations and networks. The project focuses on the 
transfer of objects and knowledge, on the mobility 
of people and the mechanisms and motivations be-
hind these processes. In close cooperation with our 
African partner institutions, we try to critically ques-
tion national research traditions to develop new per-
spectives for joint archaeological research in Africa.

    Our research projects come from the humanities 
and natural sciences as well as data management. 
All of them are interdisciplinary. Through archae-
ology, physical geography, geology, archaeometry, 
botany, linguistics and computer aided statistics, 
we study human settlement and land use in the 
context of climate and environmental change. Our 
results will be presented to the interested public 
in the “Planet Africa” exhibition starting in 2024.

ENTANGLED 
AFRICA

Ziele

Qualifikation

Intra-African relations between rain forest and Mediterranean  
ca. 6000 – 500 BP

 

Multiperspektivität

Fragen aus verschiedenen 
Blickwinkeln angehen und 
Grenzen durch Teamarbeit 

überwinden

Interdisziplinarität

Kombination von wissen-
schaftlichen und archäologi-

schen Methoden Informations- 
technologie 

Effektive, sichere und langfris-
tige Speicherung von For-

schungsdaten

Naturwissenschaften
 

Beobachtung von Umwelt-
prozessen und der Interaktion 

zwischen Mensch und  
Umwelt

Archäologie

Untersuchung menschlicher 
Aktivität durch Artefakte, Archi-

tektur, Ökologie und Kultur-
landschaften

Geschichtswissen-
schaft und Lingusitik

Verstehen historischer Doku-
mente und Verknüpfen von 

Regionen durch gemein-
sames Vokabular

 Multiperspectivity

Tackling questions from a va-
riety of angles and crossing 

boarders through cooperations

Interdisciplinarity

Combining methods of scientific 
and archaeological disciplines 

Information technology 

Effective, safe and long-term 
storage of research data

Archaeology

Studying human activity 
through atrifacts, architecture, 

ecofacts and cultural landscapes

Natural science

Monitoring environmental processes 
and human-environment interaction

Historical science and linguistics

Understanding historical documents 
and connecting regions through 

shared vocabulary

Our Skills

Our Aims


